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UNCLE SAM PATROLLING

 THEMEXICAN BOUNDARY!

Guard Water Holes. Keep Out Stragglers—Mexican
Labor Invading Texas—Man Killed for His Hat.

Fortunes in Onions—Uncle Sam’s New Winter Gar-
den on the Eower Rio Grande.

Ve ops I.L;ht, 4‘913| by Frank G, Car-
penter.)

LAREDO, Texas,

This is the first of a series of letters
whlch I shall write about our sister
couniry of Mexico, I have come to
it boundary by the way of St. Louis
and San Antonio, and am now here at
#.arvdo, on the southern edge of Uncle
wam's land. I had this afternoon the

peculiar experience of standing astride
gho two greatest of the North Ameri-
«un republics, I was in the center
»f the old wagon bridge which here
«rogses the Rio Grande, and 1 had my
Acft foot and hand In the TUnited
States, while my right foot was in
Mexico, I know this was the fact, for
pehind me was one of the boundary
¢osts which mark the outline between
ihe two countries. This was a steel
eyramid about a foot square at the
pottom and sgix feet in height, It
w8 plated with silver, and each side
of It bore an inscription showing {hat
it marked the boundary line. The
varving on the side facing our coun-
fry was in KEnglish and that on the

opposite gide in Spanish, but both
mean the same, The English imscrip-
tion reads:

"Boundary of the United States,
Treaty of 1848, Re-established by
treaties of 1884-1889."

['nder these words is the following:

“Iyestruction or displacement of this
wonnment is a misdemeanor, puni sh-
ablic by the United States or by Mex-
fonr”

The United Btates gide of the pyra-
mil ts marked with the American
vagle and on the Mexican side is the
coat of arms of Mexico. As I stood
tucing the west, with my right leg in
the United States and my left leg in
Mexico, I observed the left perceptibly
trembled, Perhaps it was for fear of
the revolution, which has been so long
zoing on on the southern side ot the
bridge,

Our Boundary With Mexico.

1 turned around and looked to the
west, my eye following the course of
the lilo Grande as far as sfight could
read, It is a ragged, muddy. dreary
stream, with banks which are ragged
and low, and bordered by vegetation
#s coarso and thirsty as that of the
Jordan, The stream {8 not navigable,
and its chief business secems to be to
mark the boundaries between the two
countries and to give a dreary and
dangerous task to some thousands of
the UUnited States soldiers.
¢ The Rio Grande is winding, TIrom
here to the Gulf of Mexico, its course
on the map looks like the teeth of a
raw, and running northwest to Il
F'aso It curves in and out and makes
great bends covering almost double
fhe lineal distance between those two
points, At E]l PPaso the river leaves
Mezlco and runs north into the United
Ntates, and our boundary from there
to the Pacific ls otherwise marked.
The whole length of the boundary,
with its many curves, roughly speak-
ng, Is quite s long as from New
York to Salt Lake City, and this whole
line, running through the most desert
regions of the United States, is now
putrolled by our troops.

Guarding the Rio Gaiande,

‘in my way here I stopped at San
Antonio and had a talk with the offi-
<erg in charge of the post there, They
tell me that the river s especially dif-
fleult to guard. It flows through a
desert, and when its waters are low
it can ba easily forded. All along
it the Mexican rebels have been try-
ing to smugegle in arme and ammu-

nitlon, Boxes and crates, labeled
sericultural machinery, filled with

guns are dumped off at some way sta-
tion along the railway, and the Mexi-
<un raiders =teal over and try to bring
them across, The railways in most
cages are quite o distance north of
the boundary aund the troeops have to
wiateh the trails and water holes to
cateh the brigandes,

In addition to this there are many |

ranches not far from the river, to
which the Mexicans will come to steal
hurﬁua;‘('alllﬁ and food, and a con-
tinual outlook bas to be kept for hun-
dreds and thousands of miles. This
is done with a small force. One man
will patrol a line thirty or forty miles
iong, and there are detachments of
'.19]01)3 at every eightly or one hundred
niles,

The men live in little tents out in
tho desert, and one of the great
troubles is to get supplies to them.
Many of the camps are from fifty to
one hundred miles from the railroad,
and it takes a wagon or pack train
from ten days Lo three weeks to make
the round trip., There is nractically
no food In the country, and the men
have to live on dried meats, canned
stuff and hardtacks, They boil and
filter the water of the country, and
all areginoculited for typhold fever
bhefore starting. ‘The

i

linto Mexico.

water nole to wiater hele, and much
of the work is watching these water
holes.
Keeping Out the Smugglers,

Another job which U'ncle Sam has
all along this boundary is the pre-
vention of smuggling, and also the
keeping out the ("hinese, Hindoos and
others who are trying to sneak across

rinto the United States contrary to our

exclusion laws. Within the last two
or three years many Chinese have
been smuggled across, at the rate of
$500 per man, this being the price
paid by each Celestial for his suc-
ceseful landing. It is different now.
The government has a band of
mounted scouts, who are under the
Department of Commerce and Labor,
and whose only business is to run
down and capture such characters.
One of these men, Tom Gurley, has
taken sixty-four Chinamen within less

tured a large number of smugglers.
The Chincse are still attempting to
¢ross over, and they are now offering
as much as a thousand dollars upiece
for a successful landing.

Right here at Laredo I met a large
party of Hindoos who were trying 1o
get into our country. They were on
the southern side of the bridge, in
the plaza which forms the center of
the Mexican town of Nuevo Laredo.
They were tall, dark-faced, strong,
husky J2ast Indiansg, and the chief
was a turbaned Ifindoo from the
Puniab,

I asked him where they were go-
ing, and he told me he had brought
the gang of forty-three with him from
the Panama canal. They had traveled
first to Guatemala, and had come by
the Pan-American railway from there
They had gone clear
across that country to Laredo, and
are now hoping to go through Texas
to California to find work on the
farms and railroads there. The chief
complained to me that the authorities
At Washington had kept his party
waiting for two weeks at Nuevo La-
redo, and that he could not learn
when they were likely to leave. 1
photographed four of these Tlindoos.
They were fine-looking fellows, all
wearing turbans and Indian dress, and
it secmed to me as though they might
have been lifted up bodily out of
the streets of Delhi and dropped down
into this Mexican town,

The Only Gatcway to Mexico.

During a part of the past year this
crossing of the Rio Grande at Laredo
has been the only gateway to Mexico.
Vera Cruz was clogsed by the revolu-
tion of Diaz, and El Paso had a long
period of interrupted traffic on ac-
count of the rebels of Chihuahua and
other parts of northern Mexico, The
bridge at this point, over which the
railroad truins went, has been poorly
guarded, and I am told that the rebels
with a few sticks of dynamite might
have blown it to pieces. Uncle Sam
has a fort here under the command
of CColonel Brewer, 'The force consists
of about 600 cavalry, who have ro-
cently come from the Philippines.
They are husky,. fine-looking fellows,
and are-ready to move at o moment's
notice. In case of trouble their first
work would be to seize aud guard
the railway bridge.

I am surpritsed at the Mexicans I
find down here on the United States
side of the boundary., The trains com-
ing in are¢ packed with peons or In-

than a year, and in addition has cap- |

'end of th'ree months he showed sav-

|

a lot at Brownsville,

| into the Mexican republic.

dians, who are coming into Texas to !

work on the farms.

ings of $3%0.
job at %5

&t that until the next cotton-pick
BEAR01.

He then took up his old

He spent his money to buy |

and his next

year's savings will build hiin a2 house,
A Walk Into Mexico.

It cost me just one nickel to get
This was
the toll 6%¥¢r the wagon bridge which
crosses the llio Grande inty Nuevo
Laro:-d_u. I was stopped on the Mexi- |
can side by three officials and asked
if I had any guns or other ammuni-
tion, and in returning one of our
customs officers asked me if I had
any dutiable goods in 1y ciothes.

The difference in the prosperity of |
the two republics was apparent as
soon as I left the bridge. The first
man I met was a blind beggar who
asked me for alms, and 1 met more
poor people as I came un into the
town and went throush the narrow,
unpaved streets, lLaredo, Texuas, is a
city of the rich.
have money to burn, and they are
raicsing gold dollars on the lands
which lie all around them. The pea-
ple of Nuevo Laredo seem to be just
the reverse, although they are sur- |
rounded by a country equally good.
The town is gone to seed, and its |
houses of brick, covered with stucco
and painted all the colors of the rain-
bow, are battered and worn. The
only sign of active life was in the
plaza, where a gaily uniformed band
was playving excellent music. I saw
soldiers here and there, and now and
then passed one ofy the federal in-
fantry patrolling the streets.

Killed for His Hat.
I understand that there

is need

ful sombrero, embroidercd with silver
and loaded with a heavy silver cord.
Such a hat is worth $25 or more.
The train had stopped at a wayside
station, and the 1Inan was standine
looking out toward the east, smoking
a cigarette. It was evening, and the
electric lights on the car made bright
the gilver trimmings of the sombrero.
They caught the eye of a peon, who
was sneaking up on the westward side
of the train. and he, climbing the
steps, stabbed the mun in the back,
snatched the sombrero and got away
before he could be apprehended. The
American who saw this tells me the
stabbed man dled,

I have been warned by several
travelers to keep the curtaing of iy
berth down when riding at night over
the Mexican railroads, and when I
asked why, the reply was that several
rocks had been thrown into the cars
aimed at travelérs who s=at by the
windows. One such traveler was
gleeping. The stone sgcattered the
pieces of glass all over him, and cut
a4 gash or o In his face. His eyes
were saved by the fact that he was
slceping when the stone came.

I would say, however., that these
cases gare extraordinary. Tiailroad
trivel in Mexico is undoubtedly more
dangerous just now than in the puast,
and hold-ups In certiain districts are

common. I understand, however, that
many of the roads have been run-

ning their trains uninterruptedly dur-
ing the past year, and [ hope to
travel over the greater part of the

Mexican republic withont being rob- |
I shall start south to :\Iuntureyl

bed.
tommorrow, and will write of conditiona

i and cother things as I {ind them.
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Well, this Laredo farmer \ad too
The crop was so larpe
he could not dispose of it all. He
swamped the drug houses, the cun-
peries and the pickle makers, nd
g\;ll had bales upon bales of pPeEpPper
1t,  The pepper was analyzed, and
It proved to be the righest pepper
of the world,

Uncle Sam’'s Winwr Garden,

An even greater revolution as to the
Values of land has taken place in the
1w00wer o Grande valley in the neigh
borhood &f Brownsville. There are
three counties between this point and
that wera practicaliv dead
ago, but which are now <hip
ping s=olid trainloads of winter veee-
tables to St louis, Kansas City, Chi-
New York and P'hiladelphia
cian rase vegetables for theew
weeks ahead of Cal
and they begin sonding them
when the blizzard is stili raging
north ¢f Mason and Dixon’'s line. In
consequence, foar thriving citles have
grown up within the last four years,

n i, that's too

ten
VEOeArs

These are San Benito, Harlingen,
Mercedes and  Mission, They have
each three or four ousand prople
rand eawch is surroumed by a rich

farming community,

Il hear many stor’es aoout men who
have come to this v-lley walking on
their uppers and are now riding abous
in automobiles, The exports of vege-
tables are running high into the mil-
lions of dollars a year, and over $127
002,000 of new money has b
vested in the valley within the
SEVENn Years,

Mr. llolland,

e 1 1§ &

pust

one of the owners of

the San Antonto Express, tells me that

of the federal and local police just|dll the counties of the lower Rio
now ahlmost everywhere. The unset- | Orande valley are rapidly growing,
tled conditions as regards the govern- | A0d he cites the instances of three
ment have made the thieves and other | Which cover a space about as large
criminals more courageous than they 2% that of Khaode Island. In 1470 the
have been in the past. Brirsandage | POPulation of these counties  had
iIs common in many districts, and |d0ubled over that of 1960, and they
travel in the mountains is almost | DAVe grown about 25 per cent within
everywhere unsafe. There are many | 1Re past two vears, The land values
thefts, and crime, which could k}-ih‘i"“ iWso more than doubled, and |1
kept in check when the country was , M teld that the country is «iill on
quiet, now goes on unpunished, the edge of its beginning.

As an instance of this, the other I understand that homesecks s exe
night a rich Mexican, the owner of a | cursions are now run throughout the
large hacienda, was standing on the | ¥Year, and that great irrigation works
steps of a Pullman car. Jle was some- | are under way. In some places 1the
| thing of a dandy, 2nd wore a beauti- { water is pumped from the Ilio Grande

by centrifugal pumps with pipes rang-
ing from sixteen to forty-eight inches,
and the water Is carried Ly 0
pumping stalions for miles )
country,

There 18 another district
here and San Antonio where
gition iz by artesian wells,
the water at from 7H9 to
and some of the wells tlow
to irriguate from 200 to 220
deed, the whole of Texoas s
in an excellent business
The farmers are growing
the cities are rapidly
size. FRANK G. CALILPINTE
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RAISE HOGS, CATTLE
AND FORAGE CROPS

This the Advice of Sccretary Wilson,
of Department of Agriculture, to
Corn Exposiuon Audience,
Columbia, 3. ¢, Feb. 1 Pl

mendation that farmers of the =aouth
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devote more atiention to the roising
of hogs and cattle and the growing of
forage crops wus made here today Ly

James Wilsun, UsRdiled States seoretarn)

of agriculture, in addressing vi-ilois
to the National Corn lxposition,

“Pon’t sell your corn: feed it to
glock,” wasg relterated by the socre
tary many times in his address Fles
gsserted that If southern formers
would folilow that advice ther gould
bring their =o0i]l to a high state of fer-
tility and could maintain its @ rtilw
with a minimum use of comimereind
fertilizer.

In addition to Seecretary Wilson,
addresses were made at the exposi-

tion today by John J.amb. of \irzinia,

g 2 at | = . chalrman of the House commiittioe on
ik e f-t_ﬂtl e | Fortunes in Onions, 'apriculture, United Stateg Senator 10
something like 48,000 came into the : ¥ = iy : j @eTicul ni : | tor
United States last summer and fall Before leaving Uncle Sam's country, | D. Smith, o1 .“-nul‘h'( arolizn:a, and lar-
to aid in harvesting the cotton and | however, I want to give yon gome of [ ry 1, Wood, of Chicago, _
other crops, Thirty thousand oamel ‘_h" big stories the Texans are peuring The secretary :{n-i_ the memb rs a4
by way of Laredn. and mor th_a.nhm‘) my e€ars. They say their St:ile;th-_': House committea on I:q:r;‘ -
18,000 by way of Brownsville.” These is growing f"}_"t"‘r than the gourd of | this afternoon wlso :-.L'--na'};--:: A bar t
men were scattered all over 'Texas, t old Jonah. Ilight here in l.aredo they [in honer of more 1]1.1:1!"_;_ it B ,{‘;q
and they got good wages during the have proved t.-) my satisfaction Ath:l‘L ; boys 'wha): have won ..w.r:-.-‘.:w‘ ‘1_;" .,,r,
harvesting season. Many of them |they are making fortunes in onions. | growing of corn :-”A-.““'.-' irious: states
have returned home loaded with :‘]"\'(' .}-’.'t'lI'E ago tl.l;:.- !tﬂ:n:tt]”Slll'rlﬂ_:]!ll“]it}-{ and "'l.',.:'h’:;—lji". "”21::1 J:‘T?I ':-:‘i:" 1 ¢ 't..\' ' .Ill.l
. The g ar clne tuwll wWas actie vV a esert, recognitio 1 the 2rd nge of tor dik=
25 cents gold a day, bui here in . to $3 per acre. Now you have to | late Dr. l._r*:tm‘m ,'\‘ l:",’,"llf“‘ v '.”tr
Texus the price for picking (-Ott(,n'('.f)'-'ﬂr it with greenbacks to got it | hig work l‘ls.l!l" ‘.!i‘.]'..':»" i -“‘.{ ;-: v
jgs from L0 cents upwnrd per hundred .'[ here are ;ih"ﬁ:ld}' 1i0re t}_ldﬂ _Io-!; tlhion- ('.:‘!'_":r.-_ W Ir-- I'rf'f‘,”&";, i!jl'.'"‘ ..‘ R -..'
| pounds. Many a man can pick two, | S3nd acres _under cultivation, and Alabama T.-glm.x..‘n:’ he best she TAns
three or four hundred pounds in a {’Puch of this Is in garden patches, in the s nog ]f”.:. _I;f'." “sinpers wiich
day, and these Mexicans, with their | devoted to v'-nu-ns_ which in quality I has been ‘-:--:l‘u ucted in conn with
families, often make from three to;Surpass thoge of Bermuda. The La- | the exposition. =
gix dollars a (1?13', and some even redo t_l_'[-,lvn is as white ;!?-i *-I.l.'aw :Lu-l; 1"131-}..;1.1_1 1}1 - _"t.tl.l,!‘-.';i; ’r}:“.t ., _‘_‘T ,_I.,
more. They spend almost nothing.;"?i'-‘i‘t'dlligl'.ﬁ tender. It is often :l‘if‘?h;‘“}.‘.;{'i r‘::- .1-__ ‘1'1:1:‘”1”.;: o
and as a result are able to go back, "lsfn::s 1}1:3} m-;ul of :; !-uki-:-i'. I.:iu-t year | me r;:ui--!r-_a' ;}.Jf} -;- ,—.”h';';. . o -‘_‘" el ‘
+4 T : -aen | 300 carioads wWere shippog away it tes and ther p nminent visitors witl
ﬁ&:‘,‘,? f::;utlhgI;.c:;gfhorn:;ge;patx h:f;‘:ffmm Laredo, and this represented a & i,-.;n-r.;o-t. '--h"tu \:- lison. aiso
Texans are glad to have them, and 1 | ;ﬂ-ﬁzu--‘u]i; T‘t“%‘? t“'nl;;_nld H:r<-;~ n-ell- :“fmi:\"’lx 1‘ Ilp{r}.- _,'-;"-f_-'}‘».--;. ¢ ".;]fi.' : Sl
1 ; yr s o Joved | ot o ars, JAeése onlons go to cur . o ininro college net 1L
B oL oo ~erale epibleas | northern marketa o
Tn addition to this there are many | A year or g0 ago one of the big| 0 05 500 41 Lcooein e
Mexicans who have come over to act  onien raisers decided to experiment! 705 Ay : .
as servants in the towns of socuthern) with red pepper, The result was
Texas., I heard of one who, with his | much the same as that expressed in
family, was so employed in Browns- | the story ol the rather profane groceer,
ville., His wages were about 815 gold | who became converted and was pray-

i

|
1

i

country is so 1 ed, he left.

a month, and he had served the fam-

ily at these wages for two years or

more. Last summer he asked his em-
ployer if he might have a vacation
to pick cotton, and, this being grant-
He took his family with

.ri.! ‘]}“f ‘h" ‘.nl, 'l"‘!.llﬁ AT bL‘ r!-“'nih!l]\_ und \\‘ili-n hp came ll:}‘-k at lh'

ing at o religious meeting for a poor
widow., Ile faid, “Oh, Lord, give this
poor woman a barrel of flour! Oh, |
Lord. give her a barrel of potatoes!
Oh; Y.ord. give her a barrel of “dugar!

' Gh, lLord, give her a barrel of pep-

.

per’’ At which point he caught &Un
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